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Chief Powassin mending his canoe (circa 1910)

Grand Council Treaty #3 is an association of 25 Anishinaabe First Nations, located
in Northwestern Ontario and Southeastern Manitoba.



| will tell you what he [the Great Spirit] said to us when
he planted us here; the rules that we should follow - us
Indians - He has given us rules that we should follow to

govern us rightly. chief Mawintoopinesse on 3 October 1873

1?.

ﬂ*’;—» -

TN I Ao 00071

e
=L




THE AGREEMENT KNOWN AS TREATY #3

On 3 October 1873, at Northwest Angle, Lake of the Woods, the Agreement
known as Treaty #3 was concluded with these words by Chief Mawintoopinesse of
Rainy River, one of the principal speakers - Kaagigina Aatigiziwa . Treaty #3 was
negotiated upon ancestral territory of the Anishinaabe peoples - Oaki, at a site later
determined to be within the United States, at Harrison Creek on Northwest Angle Inlet.

Begun in 1869, the negotiations had been difficult and protracted. Previous
efforts in 1871 and 1872 had failed. When negotiations were finally concluded a
written document was prepared by the Canadian Government. This document, known
as Treaty #3 as published by Canada, 1S not a
complete record of the Agreement known as Treaty
#3. There are important discrepancies.

Treaty #3 as published by Canada cannot be
translated literally into Anishinaabemowin. Other
records of the negotiations show that some points
agreed upon by First Nations and Treaty
Commuissioners, were not included. The Agreement
known as Treaty #3 18 not identical with Zreaty #3
as published by Canada.

Chief Thomas Lindsay

No single document completely covers all terms of the Agreement known as



Treaty #3. All records of the negotiations, and recollections of the participants, must be
considered to develop a full understanding of the terms that are part of Treaty #3. True
knowledge of the Agreement known as Treaty #3 was held by the chiefs and repeated
when Canada later breached its promises. Elders call this Manitou Maznigai’gan and
the Agreement known as Treaty #3 includes the spirit and Intent of the Treaty -

Miinigozii onan.



Now when the treaty was made, there were solemn promises that
this allowance would last as long as an Indian live-

At that time, the Governor was at the Angle and pointing towards
the East, taking the name of the Queen to witness, he said that all
the promises would be kept. Taking hold of a pan he said that we
would eat of the same pan as brothers- How is it now that the
Department is going back on these promises and upset down the
pan?

What is it that has turned up that things are to be changed?

Now we want the pan to be turned up again and be brothers and
receive what we were promised.

Having kept faith with the Department it is only but fair
that we should expect that they would keep it towards us.
We have kept our part of the Treaty, is it not hard that the
government should not keep theirs?

Petition of Lake of the Woods Chiefs on 18 July 1892



FISHING RIGHTS -

Kiigokewin

THE HISTORICAL RECORD

Fishing - Kijgookewin has 5

always been an important part of

the Anishinaabe peoples economy
and of their spiritual relationship to the land. An immense spring spawning run of
sturgeon in the Rainy River fed early Indians as they built ceremonial mounds. In the
19th century, sturgeon fed large groups of up to 1,500 Anishinaabe peoples who
came to Rainy River for the annual ceremonies of the Midewiwin. Fisheries were
managed Maanchi chi’ ga’win by Anishinaabe peoples to provide a substantial
sustained harvest for food and trade.

One product of the traditional fishery, isinglass made from sturgeon air
bladders, was a highly valued trade item in the 19th century. Traders purchased

thousands of pounds. Caviar and sturgeon meat were also valued commodities.

THE AGREEMENT KNOWN AS TREATY #3

Treaty #3 as published by Canada included a provision for Canada to supply



twine to make nets:

It 1s further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indians, that the
sum of fifteen hundred dollars per annum shall be yearly and every year
expended by Her Majesty in the purchase of ammunition, and twine for
nets for the use of the said Indians.

The fishing right Kizgookewin 1s described in Treaty #3 as published by Canada as
follows:

Her Majesty further agrees with her said Indians, that they, the said
Indians, shall have right to pursue their avocations of hunting and fishing
throughout the tract surrendered as hereinbefore described, subject to
such regulations as may from time to time be made by her Government
of her Dominion of Canada, and saving and excepting such tracts as may
from time to time be required or taken up for settlement, mining,
lumbering or other purposes, by her saild Government of the Dominion
of Canada, or by any of the subjects thereof duly authorized therefore by
the said Government.

EVIDENCE FOR WHAT WAS ACTUALLY PROMISED

Anishinaabe peoples understanding of Treaty #3 did not include any right of the
federal government to regulate Indian fisheries. The agreement as "first explained"
guaranteed their right to fish- Kijgookewin "without hindrance." Lieutenant Governor
Alexander Morris stated that the treaty agreement gave "permission to the Indians to
hunt over the ceded territory and to fish in the waters thereof, excepting such portions
of the territory as pass from the Crown into the occupation of individuals or otherwise.
Anishinaabe fisheries were never "surrendered." Chief Conducumewininie of

Northwest Angle Band 33 explained in 1890 his understanding - Miinigosii onan:



When the Treaty was made with us at the North-West Angle we saw the
lips of the Government moving, but now they are closed in silence, and
we do not know what 1s done 1n the councils of our mother, the Queen.
... When we gave up our lands to the Queen we did not surrender our
fish to her, as the Great Spirit made them for our special use.

Treaty Commissioner Simon Dawson recalled the promises made during Treaty #3
negotiations during which Anishinaabe peoples were told that they would "forever have
the use of their fisheries." In 1888 he explained his recollection:

as an inducement to the Indians to sign the Treaty, the commissioners
pointed out to them that, along with the land reserves and money
payments, they would forever have the use of their fisheries. This point
was strongly insisted on and it had great weight with the Indians, who
for some years previously had persistently refused to enter into any
Treaty.

Fisheries were an important consideration when the Surveyor-General of Canada met,
in 1875, with Rainy River Chiefs to agree on reserve locations. Reserves were
established at traditional fishing stations, such as Manitou Rapids. The 1875 agreement
also contained provisions should public works damage fisheries:

It 13 also understood that the Government shall have the right to
construct canal locks or other public works ... should they so desire in
such case the Indians to be duly notified and if the Fisheries should be
destroyed thereby the Indians to be fairly dealt with in consequence.

EVENTS AFTER TREATY

Two decades after the signing of Treaty #3, large-scale non-Anishinaabe

commercial fishing began in the region. By 1892 Canada had granted the fishery to
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non-Anishinaabe. This reallocation violated the treaty. First Nations had agreed to
share their fisheries in 1873, but they had not surrendered their collective proprietary
rights. Chief Sakatcheway had stated that in exchange for agricultural assistance: "The
waters out of which you sometimes take food for yourselves, we will lend you in
return." Eurocanadians seized Anishinaabe peoples fisheries. In 1892 Anishinaabe
leaders petitioned the Canadian government:

... 1f no such licenses were granted it would be easier to put a stop to this whole
sale depleting of the fish in the Lake - This, one of our main resources 1s getting
more and more scarce and we can now hardly catch enough to feed ourselves in
summer. ... Having kept faith with the Department 1t 1s only but fair that we
should expect that they would keep it towards us. We have kept our part of
the Treaty, 1s 1t not hard that the Government should not keep theirs.

STURGECMN HARVWVEST 1825-1960

Rainy RiveryrLake of thhe Woods
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THOUSANDS OF POUNDS

As commercial overfishing by non-Anishinaabe continued, fish populations
declined dramatically, particularly the more valuable sturgeon. In addition to declining
fish stocks, Anishinaabe First Nations had to cope with interference by Ontario. In
1909 Rainy Lake and Rainy River Chiefs and Councillors protested:

We also wish to fish for ourselves all the year and no reserve seasons, its

our daily food.

We don't want to be stopped and we don't want game inspectors cutting our
lines and taking our nets.

In the Treaty paper we were allowed this privilege.



It 1s our right we only want to live.

Anishinaabe fishermen, unable to obtain commercial fishing licenses, could not provide
for their families. According to the Fort Frances Indian Agent in 1938:

the Chiefs and Headmen ... had appointed a small delegation to go to
Ottawa, to interview the Department in respect of their Treaty, the
oreatest discussion was 1n regard to Fishing and Hunting because the
Game Wardens are seizing their nets and boats or taking them up in
court and being fined for fishing. The Indians cannot make a living
unless they are permitted to sell a few fish, as fishing and trapping 1s the
only way they have of making a living ... If the Indians are not allowed
to catch a few fish to sell, it will be as I was told by a few of my Indians,
they said that if they could not sell a few fish to provide for their
families, that they would have to go to jail, because they could not see
their families starve, and I think they are telling the truth in that respect.

The Ontario response was summarized 1n 1939 when the Kenora Indian Agent
commented:

Mr. Taylor, Deputy Minister of Ontario Game and Fisheries when
talking to me last summer, said 1t was nothing to do with him, when
asked how the Indians were going to make a living, It was "our
Department's baby," not his, and the Indians were not going to live on
the Province’s moose, deer, fish &c, and some other way of their making
a living should be devised by us. The Indians and all of us are very much
discouraged, they say the Treaty was signed for "as long as the rivers
flow &c," and we are breaking the treaty.

Ontario's recent management of Northwestern Ontario fishery resources had
severe economic 1mpacts on many Treaty #3 communities. Prior to 1978 these were

heavily committed to commercial fishing. Since 1978 Ontario has imposed quotas on



fish species such as walleye, and transferred allocations to sport fishing. Its target for

commercial fisheries on Lake of the Woods 1s "an eventual conversion of the majority

to more beneficial use by local residents through the tourist industry." This
"conversion" led to a decline of jobs for Anishinaabe peoples and a transfer of the

resource to tourist operations.

FISHING RIGHTS OF TREATY #3 ANISHINAABE

In 1986, Anishinaabe First Nations, through Grand Council Treaty #3, proposed
that treaty rights be implemented under a management agreement with Ontario. The
overall management goal was preservation and renewal of fish populations.
Anishinaabe peoples requirements would have first priority, after conservation, of the

available fish. This includes fish for food and sale, and exclusive fishing areas. The
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second priority would be the needs of local non-Indian residents. The third priority for
the permitted catch would be local non-Indian commercial fishermen. The fourth
priority would be the wants of non-Indian non-residents. Ontario withdrew from
discussions of the proposed fishery agreement in 1986, and has continued to restrict
First Nations treaty fishing rights. First Nations are still waiting to be "fairly dealt
with."

Decisions by the Supreme Court of Canada in the Sparrow case, and the Ontario
Court of Appeal in the
Bombay  case, have
decided  that  Indian
requirements have priority
after conservation goals
"' are met. Recently the
Supreme Court n

‘ Deleamuukw has noted

that aboriginal title 1s a
recognized proprietary interest in land. In 1873, Treaty #3 First Nations retained their
aboriginal rights to the fishery and this retention under aboriginal title guarantees
priority access to Anishinaabe peoples and includes commercial sales and a food
fishery. Anishinaabe peoples now seek to manage fishery resources Maanchi chi’

ga’win degraded by over a century of non-Indian mismanagement.
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AGRICULTURAL PROMISES -Manitou Gitigan

THE HISTORICAL RECORD

Manitou Gitigaan became an increasingly important part of the Anishinaabe
peoples economy during the 19th century. Traditional garden sites on 1slands and along
lake shores were well adapted to the environment of the region. First Nation farming
fields have been documented in the records of the Hudson's Bay Company, missions,
and government expeditions. Production of corn, potatoes, and other crops was an

important element of the traditional economy. Gitigaan constituted a major source of

food to the rapidly expanding population, and to fur traders, missionaries, and settlers.

1865



THE AGREEMENT KNOWN AS TREATY #3

Gitigaan assistance was an important aspect of treaty negotiations. The
Anishinaabe peoples position 1n 1873 included the following: "ten cows and one bull",
oxen, ploughs, harrows, garden utensils, teams of horses and harnesses, "she and he
lambs and one sow and boar," and "30 bushels of wheat twenty bushels of peas and
various kinds of garden seed." Such items were to be used for development of
agriculture - Manitou gitigaan. According to Chief Sakatcheway:

His Band, he says, have little farms on English River, about a day's journey
below the outlet of Lac Seul, and that they are particularly anxious to get things
necessary for these farms --

Also, Oats, Turnips, Barley and different Kinds of seed sown by the White
Man. They already have Indian corn which grows very well, and the chief
himself will have this year, two hundred barrels of Potatoes, so that they do not
require potatoes, but would be glad if Oats, Barley, Turnip seed, and other seeds
were sent to Rat Portage next spring so that they could take them from thence to
their farms in time to sow --

14



They would, also, like to get some agricultural tools, such as grub hoes, spades,
rakes and harrows. These articles are absolutely necessary for them as they
cannot be got 1n this section.

During Treaty negotiations Commuissioner J.A.N. Provencher agreed that existing
Anishinaabe peoples Manitou Gitigaan - garden locations would be retained:

Commuissioner- "There will be another undertaking between the officers
of the Government and the Indians among themselves for the selection
of the land; they will have enough of good farming land, they may be
sure of that.'

Chuiet- 'Of course, if there 1s any particular part wanted by the public works they
can shift us. I understand that; but if we have gardens through the country, do
you wish that the poor man should throw it right away?'

Commuissioner- 'Of course not'.
These negotiations resulted in the Agreement known as Treaty # 3. Anishinaabe

negotiators secured substantial agricultural equipment and seeds. According to Zreaty
#3 as published by Canada:

It 18 further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indians, that the
following articles shall be supplied to any band of the said Indians who
are now cultivating the soil, or who shall hereafter commence to
cultivate the land, that 1s to say-- two hoes for every family actually
cultivating; also one spade per family as aforesaid; one plough for every
ten families as aforesaid; five harrows for every twenty families as
aforesaid; one scythe for every family as aforesaid; and also one axe and
one cross-cut saw, one hand saw, one pit saw, the necessary files, one
orindstone, one auger for each band, and also for each Chief for the use
of his band, one chest of ordinary carpenter's tools; also for each band,
enough of wheat, barley, potatoes and oats to plant the land actually
broken up for cultivation by such band; also for each band, one yoke of
oxen, one bull and four cows; all the aforesaid articles to be given once
for all for the encouragement of the practice of agriculture among the
Indians.
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Treaty #3 as published by Canada includes specific reference to "farming" lands
and protection for those lands already under cultivation by the First Nations:

And Her Majesty the Queen hereby agrees and undertakes to lay aside
reserves for farming lands, due respect being had to lands at present
cultivated by the said Indians...

EVENTS AFTER TREATY

Much work was done 1n clearing new lands on reserves, building houses, barns
and fences, and in expanding their farms. By the early 1880s, over 200 acres of land
were under cultivation on Lake of the Woods. On Rainy River, departmental officials
spoke of "excellent fields:"

[the] industry and perseverance of these Indians are most remarkable.
The appearance of their magnificent gardens would excite the admiration
of the most advanced agriculturalists.

Anishinaabe farmers took advantage of new markets for their produce. Commercial
sales to timber and railway companies provided new opportunities for First Nation
farmers.

Disputes over farming promises arose soon after treaty. Plows, harrows and
stock were distributed with insufficient struction. Chiefs noted they interpreted the
Treaty education promise to include not only reading and writing, but adult education
in "the art of farming" and "building." Initially, the quality of equipment supplied under
Treaty was defective. According to a government inquiry:

They have been furnished - by no fault of the Government which paid
the price of prime supplies and implements - with inferior and old worn
out cattle, or cattle too wild for working or dairying purposes, and with
supplies of all kinds of the most inferior quality.

16



New families found it difficult to begin farming since, in contrast to the Chiefs'
understanding, treaty terms for the provision of hoes was not extended to those families
formed after treaty.

Despite these

problems, agricultural
activity expanded until 1882,
when a poorly planned
regulation by Canada

brought agricultural

development to an abrupt

halt. Regulation of First

Nations agricultural activities
by the Department of Indian Affairs had a severe negative impact upon sales by
farmers. Amendments to the /ndian Actin 1881 allowed federal control over the sale of
Indian "grain or root crops or other produce." Customers were faced with jail and fines
for purchasing from Indian farmers without written permission. Such regulation was a
drastic violation of the treaty agreements made with Canada. In summarizing the
treaties he had negotiated, Lieutenant Governor Morris noted "the fact of the reserves
being scattered throughout the territories, will enable the Indians to obtain markets
among the white settlers." The result of the new regulation was a drastic decrease in
demand for Anishinaabe peoples crops by 1882. Many Chiefs petitioned for repeal and
stated that farming had lost all attraction: "They were told to cultivate the soil, and
forbidden to sell the products of the same, consequently their young men will not

engage in farming." Without commercial sales, it became difficult to purchase new
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equipment or cattle, or to make improvements.

More Anishinaabe peoples returned to

commercial hunting and trapping. Federal regulations of Anishinaabe agriculture

increased after 1885, as the government asserted

control over cattle. As late as 1909, a

g

EARLY NAVIGATION AND POWER DAMS
IN THE TREATY #3 TERRITORY - NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO

Grand Council complained:

When the Government gave us our cattle we were not given to

understand they would live forever. ... Has

our Agent a right to charge us

for killing our own cattle which the Government gave us? ... we do not

understand our Agent at all.

In 1887 a navigation dam was built at the outlet of Lake of the Woods with

federal assistance. It flooded the wild hay and rice fields manomin and backed up

Rainy River as far as Long Sault:

many of the Indian gardens and nearly all their rice fields and hay lands
were flooded and destroyed hence nearly all the Indian bands in the
Coutcheeching and Assabaskashing agencies may, it is feared, be short

of food for themselves and their cattle.
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Many gardens were "submerged ... several feet under water so that boats could be
sailed over them."

On Lake of the Woods, the amount of land cultivated declined to 15.25 acres in
1902, mostly small kitchen gardens. The number of Indian cattle fell to 61 by 1915.
This decline had consequences for continued Anishinaabe peoples use of reserve
lands, despite Treaty #3. Ontario secured court judgments by 1888 which were seen as
granting title to all lands in the territory, including reserves. Because of the interest of
Ontario in Treaty #3 reserves, Canada forbade First Nations from cutting green timber
and further clearing their reserves. The lack of agriculture and timber clearing
provided justification for taking reserve lands. Settlers, loggers, and government
officials, dispossessed the Anishinaabe peoples.

The first decade of the 20th century saw a significant shift in the attitude of the
Department of Indian Affairs on 1ssues relating to protection of Indian lands; surrenders
or expropriations were encouraged. The Minister of Indian Affairs believed that Indians
in Western Canada possessed "surplus" land: "the interests of the people must come
first, and if 1t becomes a question between the Indians and the whites, the interest of the
whites will have to be provided for." The policy of the Department soon reflected this

VIEW.

FARMING PROMISES MADE TO TREATY #3 ANISHINAABE

Development of modern commercial farming was an economic objective
entrenched by Anishinaabe Chiefs in the Agreement known as Treaty #3. By 1900,

after most Ojibwa farming had been reduced to subsistence gardens, settlers were
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petitioning for sale of arable Indian reserves. Legislators frequently wrote to the
Minister of Indian Affairs, as did James Conmee on 6 March 1906, to record their

familiarity “with the local conditions” and to state that the "public interest”" required

that the reserves be "opened for settlement." The provincial Minister of Lands, Forests
and Mines noted that "it was a pity to retard the growth and prosperity of the
settlement... especially as the Indians are few in number, and will never cultivate the
land to any extent." The Ontario Treasurer stated on 13 December 1905 to the federal
Deputy Minister of Indian Affairs that the province was "not prepared to acquiesce in a
large portion of the fairest lands in western Ontario passing figuratively but practically
Into mortmain."

As one condition for confirmation of Treaty 3 reserves, the province demanded
in 1913 that Canada secure surrenders of all Rainy River reserves except one. Canada

agreed, and directed Indian Affairs staff to achieve this end. By threats of removal

7. ldk"t
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without payment, Ojibwa were forced to abandon their villages and relocate to Manitou
Rapids. Over 43,000 acres of reserve lands, the most arable in the region, were taken.

The seven Rainy River bands lost 89% of their land . Reserve areas on the clay plain

20



dropped to 20,253 acres, most located on the margins of the plain at Rainy Lake and
Lake of the Woods. Only 5,736 acres of reserve, slightly less than one per cent of the
plain, fronted on Rainy River, the most productive area. Ontario thus accomplished a
nearly complete removal of Indian reserves from the best farming land in the region.
Treaty promises that farming reserves would remain in the permanent possession of the
Indians were ignored by the Crown. By breaking treaty, Eurocanadians acquired the

best fields of the Anishinaabe peoples.
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HUNTING RIGHTS -KIIOSE'WIN

THE HISTORICAL RECORD

Hunting - Kiiose'win animals for

food and fur has been an important part
of Anishinaabe life on the land since time
Immemorial. Anishinaabe hunting
included practices now 1dentified and

includes trapping - Oniijgewin. Within

Treaty #3 territory, First Nations hunting
activities have been documented in records of the Hudson's Bay Company, the North
West Company, missions, and government expeditions. These records note
Anishinaabe peoples sales of both fur and meat to non-Indians. In the decade before
treaty, the fur trade was prosperous and the country was "tolerably rich in furs."
Anishinaabe hunters were traditionally effective managers of game - Maanchi chi’
ga’win. Before the 20th century there was no significant Eurocanadian management of

game resources. In the words of one pre-treaty missionary, Anishinaabe peoples

"have skill to hunt and game on which to exercise it."

THE AGREEMENT KNOWN AS TREATY #3

Following several centuries of Anishinaabe-White relations, Treaty #3 was

negotiated in the fall of 1873.  Zreaty #3 as published by Canada states:
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Her Majesty further agrees with her said Indians, that they, the said
Indians, shall have right to pursue their avocations of hunting and fishing
throughout the tract surrendered as hereinbefore described, subject to
such regulations as may from time to time be made by her Government
of her Dominion of Canada, and saving and excepting such tracts as may
from time to time be required or taken up for settlement, mining,
lumbering or other purposes, by her said Government of the Dominion
of Canada, or by any of the subjects thereof duly authorized therefore by
the said Government.

A set of notes presented to Chief Powassan by Governor Morris at the signing of
Treaty #3, and known as the Paypom Treaty, differs in many respects from 7Zreaty #3
as published by Canada. The Paypom Treaty states: "The Indians will be free as by the
past for their hunting and rice harvest. This Treaty will last as long as the sun will
shine and water runs, that is to say forever." It is impossible to reconcile government
regulation of Anishinaabe peoples hunting rights - kzose'win with treaty notes
presented to Chief Powassan.

The Chief and Councillors of Lac Seul also understood the impact of regulatory
control of their hunting. In a 1946 letter they stated:

Our understanding of the original Treaty was that we could hunt and fish
without hindrance in the territory ceded by us. The Indians who signed
Treaty could not possibly anticipate any future Government regulations
which would change this, as Game and Fish laws were unknown to our
forefathers. It seems reasonable to suppose that the white man who
arranged the treaty must have known something about Game and Fish
regulations even in those days of long ago. We believe 1if this had ben
fully explained to the Indians the Treaty either would not have been
signed or would have contained a positive statement giving the Indians
full right to hunt and fish without restrictions.

Treaty #3 as published by Canada promises to supply First Nations with ammunition
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for their hunting:

It 1s further agreed between Her Majesty and the said Indians, that the
sum of fifteen hundred dollars per annum shall be yearly and every year
expended by Her Majesty in the purchase of ammunition, and twine for
nets for the use of the said Indians.

The Government clearly expected that hunting- kzose'win would remain an integral

part of First Nations' economy.

EVENTS AFTER TREATY

Toward the end of the 19th century sale of meat from game animals and fur was
still encouraged by the Government. In 1889 Anishinaabe peopoles near Rainy Lake
harvested 250 moose and caribou. Caribou were present around Fort Frances until 1900
and were still plentiful along the east side of Lake of the Woods before 1915. Hunting
kijose'win - remains an important Anishinaabe peoples occupation.

By the early 20th century conditions changed, as Ontario increasingly restricted
treaty hunting rights. In accepting the treaty First Nations agreed to share the game
animals with Eurocanadians, but they did not surrender their interest in this resource. In

1909 Rainy Lake and Rainy River Chiefs and Councillors protested:

24



We have now no hunting grounds, our privileges were never taken from

us by Treaty.

We may not kill moose now without someone interfering.

We want to know the reason why?

The White Man's laws do not stop the white man from destroying.

We like to live & let live & use our meat for food.

The time has come when we must have an understanding.

Are your words & the words of the Great White Queen our Mother to be as
smoke.

A 1924 letter from Chief and Councillors at White Dog, published in the Kenora Miner
and News states:

about the moose, deer and caribou and fur animals. The white men told
the Indians I don't buy these from you and now the Department 1S going
to look at me like a white man. That 1s the Department is going to stop
me killing any of those.

We are asking the government to be the same agreement now as when
the first treaty was made. That 1s all.

o ."%"‘ﬂ Q W "N
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Ontario continued to deny treaty hunting rights off reserve and in 1933 passed special

regulations that according to the Indian Agent, took:
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away all the rights and privileges the Indians thought they had, under the
meaning of the Treaty.

I dont know what can be done now, but it certainly seems to me we should take
some action, as every Indian has to break the regulations to enable him to get
food to exist.

Fishing and hunting is the most pressing of our problems, and something should
be done immediately, the Chief and one of the Councillors from Islington Band
were 1n to see me yesterday and said the Indians would be starving by
Christmas as there was very little fur, and whitemen trapping in their territory,
and legally they could not get fish or meat for food for themselves or their
families ... previously I used to tell them to grow potatoes, put up fish and meat,
now 1f I tell them to do this I am conniving in the breaking of the regulations,
and presumably might be held liable myself.

The Department of Indian Affairs proved to be ineffective in protecting treaty
hunting rights. In 1939 the Kenora Indian Agent observed:

Mr. Taylor, Deputy Minister of Ontario Game and Fisheries when
talking to me last summer, said it was nothing to do with him, when
asked how the Indians were going to make a living, It was "our
Department's baby," not his, and the Indians were not going to live on
the Provinces, moose, deer, fish &c, and some other way of their making
a living should be devised by us.

Ontario's management of wildlife resources had severe impacts on many Treaty #3
First Nations. Non-Indian sport hunting is encouraged to the detriment of Anishinaabe
peoples subsistence hunting - Maanchi chi’ ga’win kifose'win. Provincial enforcement
discriminates against ancient hunting practices such as torch hunting. Ontario has also
set aside large areas of Treaty #3 as wilderness parks, where hunting is forbidden.

Provincial mismanagement of forest resources also reduced available wildlife habitat.
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MINERAL RIGHTS

Treaty #3 Anishinaabe Chiefs secured ownership of on-reserve minerals during
negotiation of the 1873 Agreement Known as Treaty #5. With this promise in hand,
Anishinaabe prospected for gold and silver after treaty, and participated in associated
mineral exploration activities. Neither the federal nor provincial Crown lived up to the
treaty agreement. Canada's version of 7reaty #3 as published by Canada omitted any
mention of mineral rights on-reserve. Ontario for many years denied Anishinaabe
peoples rights to any part of the reserves, including m